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Purpose: To recognize, honor, and value students who engage in a high level of service to the community.  During 
Senior Awards Night, these exceptional students are awarded the Cord of Service, which is to be worn proudly during 
the graduation ceremony. 

Requirements: The number of hours accumulated during the student’s tenure at Sweeny High School is the only 
requirement for this initiative. In order to qualify for the service cord program, students are required to earn an 
average of 40 community service hours per year that the student is in attendance at Sweeny High School, for a total 
of 160 hours. Service hours from the summer before the Intent to Serve is signed are allowed. 

Students are responsible for declaring their intent to participate in the program. Declaration and service hour forms 
are available in the guidance office, and Mrs. Byrd’s room, B12. These forms are to be turned in to Byrd for 
verification and filing. Students are responsible for completing and maintaining the cumulative report and for 
submitting all documents by the deadline for review by the Service Awards Committee. Hours must be turned in 
during the academic year in which they are performed (for example, this means that students may NOT turn in hours 
from their freshman year during their senior year.). 

Hours may be earned in half-hour increments. Half hours will not be rounded up to the nearest whole hour. 

Guidelines: Students may not receive payment or compensation in any form for services performed. Hours performed 
for any group organization, which in turn profits financially from the service, will not count, i.e. fundraisers. 

The following will NOT count toward service hours: school activities (ex.-decorating for prom or homecoming); 
duties associated with an elected school’s office that should be carried out in the normal course of duty for that 
office; family obligations (ex.-babysitting or caring for other family members); duties performed in association with 
student's employment; tutoring a friend (ex.-study groups, proofreading a friend's paper, studying for an exam). The 
overriding issue should be that the community service is done primarily to benefit others in the community at-
large and should be something out of the student's normal course of action. 

The following MAY count toward service hours (this list is not comprehensive): volunteer duties associated with a 
church; Boy Scout/Girl Scout service hours; River clean up; Highway clean up; blood drives (including giving 
blood, Sweeny United, etc.); structured tutoring (such as younger students/extended day reviews); service hours 
honored by NHS, Student Council, and other school organizations. Activities about which the student is unclear 
should be cleared through Mrs. Byrd. 

Deadlines: A student may declare his/her Intent to Serve in the program at any time. However, all hours must be 
turned in by the end of the academic year in which they were complete. Seniors must turn in all final hours by the 
last Friday of March of the student’s senior year.  Time verification forms for seniors and early graduates will be 
reviewed during the first two weeks of April each year.  Freshmen, sophomores and juniors must have all their hours 
submitted by the last day of school.  Official files will be maintained in Byrd’s room, but all participants are strongly 
encouraged to maintain personal copies of all materials as the final responsibility for the maintenance of records 
resides with the participant.   

Communication:  Students are encouraged to join Remind to get any updates or reminders on service 
opportunities or deadlines.  Mrs. Byrd will also add important dates and service hour opportunities on a google 
calendar on her website.  Students are encouraged to add this calendar to their Google account.  

Remind code:  TEXT #81010 @shsserv  Questions:  Windy Byrd, wbyrd@mysweenyisd.org 

 

Specific examples and FAQs are included on the back of this page. 

 



I volunteered on a mission trip through my church. How do I count these hours? 
If you volunteer on a mission trip or other volunteer vacation, the hours are calculated as follows: 

• During the school year: 10 hours per day 
• During the summer: 15 hours per day 

 
I volunteered as a camp counselor, how do I count these hours? 
If you volunteered as a camp counselor (including VBS), the hours are calculated as follows: 

• During the school year: 10 hours per day 
• During the summer: 15 hours per day 

 
Can I count summer training camp for my school organization? 
No. If you participated in a summer camp program to practice, learn, and hone skills for an extra-curricular activity or a UIL 
event, these summer hours are considered a requirement in order to participate in said organization and do not benefit the 
community at-large. SHS Belles , SHS Cheer, and the SHS Band are, specifically, classes taken to earn credit on this campus. 
Participation in summer training is a class requirement. 
 
Can I count hours from club meetings?  
If you participate in a school service club, you may count any hours that are spent organizing and implementing a service 
project. If you are in a club that uses meeting times to discuss other club business, you may not count those hours. Only hours 
spent planning/participating in a service project will count as community service hours. 
 
I volunteer as a sports manager with my school’s team. Do these hours count? 
No. As you are able to earn a sports letter if you volunteer with a varsity-level team, these hours do not count. If your time is 
spent with younger students (a junior high or elementary school team) or with a community sports group, your hours will most 
likely count. Contact Mrs. Byrd or email at wbyrd@mysweenyisd.org,  if  you are unsure. 
 
Can I count my time babysitting or helping with yard/house work? 
Any babysitting, yard work or house work performed with an official non-profit organization can be counted. In cases where 
you are assisting an individual on your own, SHS requires the individual have a documented need and s/he cannot be related to 
you. To qualify, the recipient must meet at least one of the following criteria: 

• Receive Medicaid benefits (low-income senior citizen) 
• Receive SSDI (individual with a disability) 

 
I teach Sunday School every Sunday. Does this count for Service Cord? 
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services has issued new federal regulations on faith-based activities. The following 
activities may now be counted toward our service award: 

• Volunteering to teach Sunday School (mentorship) 
• Volunteering for arts and crafts or recreation at VBS 
• Painting, cleaning, or work performed for the church, synagogue, or mosque 
• Direct, community service activities performed as a youth group 
• Mentoring children after school 

Activities, however, that take place during the normal worship service are outside the guidelines. This means that ushering, 
participation in the choir, playing music, babysitting in the church nursery, or other activities that are practiced during worship 
hours are not counted. 
 

I volunteered with my family. Can one of my parents be the contact for the verification of my hours? 
Unless your parent works for the organization with which you volunteered, you may not have your parent sign off on 
your hours. You will need to get the contact info for the organization’s representative who can verify your volunteer 
work. In cases where your parent does work for the organization, it is still preferable to have someone unrelated to 
you as your contact. 
 

This list is, in no way, comprehensive. If you have any questions about a specific activity, 
please contact or email Mrs. Byrd at wbyrd@mysweenyisd.org. 

Declaration of Intent to Serve 

mailto:wbyrd@mysweenyisd.org


 
I, (neatly print student’s name) ___________________________________________, do hereby certify my intent to 

participate in the Cord of Service Program at Sweeny High School. I understand that my participation is voluntary 

and that hours earned must be in accordance with the guidelines set for this program. Furthermore, I agree to 

participate with honesty and integrity, and pledge that my acts of service are to benefit my community and those 

with whom I come into contact. I will represent myself, my school, and my family to the best of my ability, always 

keeping in mind that as people see me, so will they see my school and my family. I pledge to treat everyone with 

whom I have contact with the utmost respect and caring, realizing that at any given time I may be the one in need of 

a helping hand and would desire to be treated in kind. 

 

I have received a copy of the program’s guidelines and procedures, and understand my responsibility as a program 

participant. 

 

Student Signature:  ___________________________________________     Date: ______________________ 

Current Grade Level:  _________________________________ Anticipated Grad Year: _________________ 

Parent’s Signature: ___________________________________________     Date: ______________________ 

Student’s email: _______________________________ Student’s cell: ____________________________ 

I know I will need a total of ______________ hours of community service to earn my Cord of Service. 

 
 
 

Below this line is for official use only. 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Annual Review Committee:   

Year Hours Earned Reviewer Signature 

9th   

10th   

11th   

12th   

Total   

   

 Recommended for Cord  

 Did Not Meet Cord Requirements  

 


